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Jewish Literacy

The concept of Jewish literacy is at least as .
old as the Torah. According to the words of

the Torah, it is incumbent on parents to

teach their children mitzvot and pass on the
Torah’s teachings (Deuteronomy 6:7).

Over time, the bounds of Jewish literacy .
have expanded. Historically, Jews have

lived not only in Israel but throughout the

world; and, as Jews have spread out and

moved to new places, they "\)Q]IN N)Q].’(

Take learners to the congregation library
and show them the variety of books
((dihmtii(onnl(aurihe& sacred books, reference,
fiction, mnon-fiction, ll(iltlunrgy philosophy,
mnlal«galzu]nneb)) If the congregation has mno
library, ask the Rabbi to invite learners to
his/her study roon

Expose learners to different types of Jewish
nmuusic, llallnlgtumlg‘e& and culisines. If
appropriate for your community, host a
festival in which learners (and their families)
can taste different cuisines.
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Jewish Lit UnderStandlng- outlook. Have learners listen

ewish Literacy (Pirkei Avot 4:1) to traditional lliiltluurgy sung to

different tunes. For exa]nmplley
around Passover, learners camn
Listen to Mah Nishtanah in 21

The Jewish Encyclopedia

Some Important Reference and different traditional melodies.
Consultation Resources o Tell learners they are ]hueaudlumg
o National Library of Israel for a committee for the local
Educators Jewish Federation. They are

tasked with writing a ]P>1rlo>lp>(0)§alll
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. to increase the Jewish literacy
© m i thelr city. Encourage
o Morfix learners to think about what
o Yad Vashem - Education they would recommend based

©2022 JTeach.org
Lead author: Dr. Alicia Gejman

on what they know and also
what they would like to know.


https://www.nli.org.il/he/piyut/Piyut1song_010034700000005171/NLI
https://education-en.nli.org.il/
https://education-en.nli.org.il/
https://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/
https://www.sefaria.org/texts
https://www.morfix.co.il/
https://www.yadvashem.org/education/educational-materials.html

