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Beyond the Texbook

As the original Jewish textbook, the Torah
offers a model for how educators can
approach textbooks in general. The Torah
contains narratives about the beginning of
the world and the journeys of the Jewish
people along with laws that govern how
the Jewish people should live. However,
the narratives leave many questions

unanswered: and the laws need to be
applied to new situations

that arise over time. Thus,
the Sages and those who
have followed them
interpreted the words of
the Torah in order to
answer questions that still
arise.

The textbook is a “static”
roadmap providing general
instructions to teach a
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Remember: A textbook is not a currriculum; it is just
omne of the resources.

Before using a textbook, read lt]hurtonutg]hl e
completely! Consider whether it is well- ~organd ized.
Is it age-appropriate? Will it capture the interest of
modern learners?

Consider whether a textbook has appropriate
support materials such as a workbook, a teacher’s
gluuudhe flashcards, sunmmaries, gluuudl ng questions,
and/or a <dl|uglutanl ol nrulpno)]nue]nut

When using a textbook, consider:
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main  ideas using words,
symbols, glrat]p]huucs audio or
visual representations wsing
Flip or Sketchnoting

respect ively.

O Design an assessment suitable

certain topic. The teacher
should bring the textbook
alive by adding additional
materials and adapting the
content to learners’
interests and abilities. As
the writer and educator
Azriel Eisenberg said, “You
are not teaching a textbook,
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Let not this Book of the Teaching
cease from your lips, but recite it
day and night, so that you may
observe faithfully all that is
written in it. Only then will you
prosper in your undertakings and

only then will you be successful.
(Joshua 1:8)

but with the assistance of a textbook.

This sentiment is emphasized by Rabbi Abraham
Joshua Heschel, who points out the importance of

for your learners

Map the entire curriculunn

dhu oring the sumunmer.

Set g@anl for the entire year but
remain flexible and ready to
chan ngre gears based on the needs
of your learners.

Have a list of dlilgiiltall and non-
<dluglutall resources to supplement

the textbook.

Design a variety of assessment
tools to check for wndersta 1n1<dl|un1g

My Own Thoughts About Moving Beyond

relationships in promoting learning: “What we
need more than anything else is not text-books but
text-people. It is the personality of the teacher
which is the text that pupils read; the text that they
How do you think Heschel’s
words relate to the words from Joshua 1:8?

will never forget.”
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https://jewishfutures.wordpress.com/2013/05/06/text-books-and-text-people-posted-by-josh-on-january-31-at-nate-2011/
https://info.flip.com/
https://www.verbaltovisual.com/what-is-sketchnoting/

