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What’s Jewish About Voting?

Leaders and Constituents

Background about Bezalel

Bezalel was the chief craftsman of the Tabernacle and the Ark of the Covenant. He was
an accomplished artist, and according to the Exodus narrative (chapters 31, 36-39), was
called by God, along with Oholiav, to construct the tent of meeting, the furniture and
instruments inside, and the garments for the priests.

Babylonian Talmud
Tractate Berachot 55a
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R. Isaac said: We must not appoint a leader over a community without first consulting it,
as it says: See, God has called by name Bezalel, the son of Uri.

The Blessed Holy One said to Moses: Do you consider Bezalel suitable?

Moses replied: Sovereign of the Universe, if You think he’s suitable, surely | must also!
[God] said to Moses: All the same, go and consult them.

So Moses went and asked the Israelites: Do you consider Bezalel suitable?

They replied: If The Blessed Holy One and you consider him suitable, surely we must!

Babylonian Talmud
Tractate Arachin 17a
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This is the generation of those who seek him, who seek your face, Jacob, Selah." (Psalms
24:6). Rabbi Judah HaNasi and the sages differed in this matter. One said, “The character
of the generation is determined by its leader.” And one said, “The character of the leader
is determined by the generation.”
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