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What’s Jewish About Voting?

Shemot (Exodus) Chapter 18:13 — 26
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13 The next day Moses took his seat to serve as
judge for the people, and they stood around
Moses from morning till evening.
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1“Moses’s father-in-law saw all that he was
doing for the people; he said, “What is this
thing you are doing for the people? Why do
you sit alone, while all these people stand
around you from morning till evening?”
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15 Moses answered his father-in-law, “Because
the people come to me to seek God’s will.
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1s\Whenever they have a dispute, it comes to
me, and | decide between one person and
another and 1 make known God’s laws and

2'DANIRTNNI | teachings.”
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advice, and may God be with you. You be the
people’s representative before God and bring
the disputes to God.
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2Teach them the laws and teachings, and
make known to them the way they are to go
and how they are to behave.
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22 And you shall provide from all the people
capable men who fear God, trustworthy men
who hate dishonest gain — and you shall set
them as officials over thousands, hundreds,
fifties and tens.
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22They shall judge the people at all times, but
have them bring every major case to you; but
the simple cases they shall judge themselves.
That will make your load lighter, because they
will share it with you.
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22]f you do this and God so commands, you
will be able to stand the strain, and also all
these people will go home satisfied.”
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What’s Jewish About Voting?

X 7D Wi ianin 70 nwn ynei™ | 2 Moses listened to the voice of his father-in-
N | law and did everything he said.
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_ 26They judged the people at all times. The
[ORD TN~721 NYN~7X IX'AY NYpn | difficult cases they brought to Moses, but
‘07 119y | EVery simple case they decided themselves.
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